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Welcome back!



So far this term...
● Recovery curriculum

● Focus on the ‘new normal’

● Wellbeing of pupils



English - Writing 
● Taught in units - this could be a unit focused on a key text such as ‘Who Let the Gods Out’ 

or a film unit such as ‘The Black Hat’
● Unit structure follows a similar process throughout:

Text Exploration – during these lessons, children will be introduced to an example text type. They will explore the text type, identifying key 
features. This gives the children a clear understanding of what they need to write and a goal to focus on when it comes to publishing their own 
independent writing.

Vocabulary Focus – children will collect powerful and adventurous vocabulary to use in their independent writing. They will be encouraged to 
expand their breadth of vocabulary through various methods.

Sentence work/Grammar Work – children will use the powerful vocabulary they have collected throughout the previous lessons and begin to write 
sentences, including age-related objectives and following the grammar POS 2.

Modelling – teachers may model writing a certain text type through slow writes, group writes, or pupils may edit a given model.

Drafting/Editing - whole class feedback sheets used to ensure targeted editing processes.

Publishing - children publish their final piece of extended writing in their Writing Journey books. 



Word Aware



How to help: Writing
Make writing meaningful and engaging. 

1. Write party invitations.
2. Encourage children to write thank you letters after birthdays and Christmas.
3. Write menu for a family meal or party.
4. Email a family member or friend.
5. Make a scrapbook with labels and captions – maybe after a holiday or special event.
6. Make up song lyrics.
7. Write a story for a younger family member, in the style of their favourite book.
8. Write a holiday journal.
9. Write instructions for an Xbox game, Minecraft or similar.

10. Write a recipe.
11. Write instructions for a someone in the family (eg . grandparent) for a piece of modern technology they can’t get 

to grips with!
12. Produce their own comic (www.comicmaster.org.uk)
13. Channel their passions – RSPCA, WWF, ActionAid etc. all have ideas for getting children involved in raising 

awareness of campaigns.



How to help: Vocabulary
● Make conversation key!
● Read together and don’t stop reading aloud - even when they can read 

independently. Read books at a higher level to expose new and ambitious 
vocabulary. 

● Play games (I have recently purchased Bananagrams and it is AMAZING!)
● Create a word wall or word scrapbook of new or interesting words.
● Encourage them to use dictionaries and thesauruses, model how to use them if 

necessary. 
● Have a ‘word of the day’ - the whole family can get involved!



English - Reading
★ Accelerated Reader - How does it work?
1. Pupil’s take the STAR Reading Test so teachers are able to determine a pupil’s 

reading level.
2. Each student is assigned to a specific range of books on the program’s BookFinder 

list. Books in that range will be challenging for the student but not too hard to read. 
This concept is called a zone of proximal development (ZPD). 

3. Pupils choose a book that’s in their ZPD.
4. After finishing a book, the pupil takes a short, multiple-choice online quiz. It checks if 

the student has read the book and understands it.
5. Pupils usually stay at the same ZPD and reading level for a set time. That’s usually a 

marking period. At the end of that time, students take a 20-minute reading 
assessment every half-term.



Guided Reading
● Pupils will read with an adult in a guided session twice a week. 
● All pupils read a text independently on a Monday. 
● Daily sessions include focus on comprehension and word work. 
● Brilliant Comprehension. 





How to help

Read 
regularly, 

everyday if 
you can. 

Discuss 
vocabulary. 

Read a range 
of texts. Let 

the child 
choose.  

Don’t rush. Let 
them look at 

pictures, even 
go back pages!



English - Spellings
● Taught in year groups.
● Each year group will have one spelling lesson throughout the week. 
● Word checks weekly (Friday)
● Spelling activities completed by pupils when they are not in having direct 

teaching.



How to help: Spelling
● Identify spelling pattern - use highlighters
● Look up words in a dictionary
● Create word webs (see next page) 
● Hidden words
● Silly sentences
● Break down into syllables
● Look, cover, write, check
● Speed writing
● Rainbow writing





Maths
● Taught in small groups.
● Pre and post tests.
● Daily counting.
● Fluent in Five. 
● Varied fluency → Reasoning → Problem Solving. 
● Developing → Expected → Greater Depth. 
● Pre-Post assessment of up to 10 questions
● Termly assessments. 



How to help: Maths
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/how-help-child-with-maths-at-home/

A super blog about how to help your child with Maths at home, broken down into 
year groups. We use third space learning in school too so the children will be familiar 
with this way of learning. 

● Practise times tables

● Everyday maths - cooking, baking, telling the time, journeys, money, timetables, 
tv guides

https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/how-help-child-with-maths-at-home/


Science
● Class split into Y3/4 and Y5/6.
● Mixture of independent learning and direct teaching. 
● Topics missed due to lockdown are now being covered by Mrs Beckett.



How to help:
Science
★ Value questions
★ Explore and find 

answers together
★ Give children time 

and space to explore
★ Record observations
★ Make use of 

technology

https://parentingchaos.com/science-websites-for-kids/


R.E
● Collective Worship daily
● Weekly RE lesson following our Long-Term plan ‘Year C’
● Developed our Christian Ethos Statement with the councils last year (before 

lockdown)
● ‘BEARS’



Foundation Subjects
● All other subjects are taught in the afternoon. 
● Some afternoons may be dedicated to one subject (history, geography, art, 

design technology)
● Knowledge organisers
● Author of the term
● Artist of the term



How to help





Homework
● Set on a Tuesday to be returned on a Monday
● Google classrooms - all homework can be completed online and shared with 

Miss Devlin/Mrs Beckett 
● Pupils find homework by searching in Maths groups 
● Google logins at front of reading records





Thank you for watching and listening!


